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Dear School Community, 

We have reached the end of the second quarter of the 2015-16 school year.  I hope that you were able to enjoy the many holiday 

performances held at the schools and throughout the community, found the time to attend a Parent Advisory Committee meeting or 

Parent Academy, or one of the countless activities within the Hopatcong School District, including our newly instituted Breakfast with 

the Principal. 

By now you should have received your child’s PARCC Score Report if they sat for the exam last spring.  When you receive the report, I 

encourage you to communicate with your student’s teacher or Principal if have any concerns.  There are many endeavors underway 

currently in the District to improve student performance, not only on the PARCC but in all subject areas.  As indicated by the 

Commissioner of Education, the 2015-16 school year serves as the base line from which all districts will work to prepare students for 

college and careers. 

On December 21st, we were honored to welcome the Commissioner of Education from the New Jersey Department of Education to the 

Hopatcong School District.  The Commissioner first toured Hudson Maxim School and visited the Kindergarten classrooms of Marissa 

Adams and Melanie Rowbotham, as well as Diana Fratangelo’s first grade classroom, highlighting our Innovate NJ Blended Learning 

Grant Interactive, “Writing Using iPads and Legos.”  He then visited the Middle School and observed the Art Infusion/Language Arts 

class of Edric Debos and Joanne Canizaro, Music and Math with Shawna Longo, Joe Bitetto, and Jim McKowen, and Lego Robotics with 

Cathy Giugliano.  Commissioner Hespe then toured the High School.  He was greeted by the band under the direction of Kurt 

Zimmerman, and he then visited the Arts Infusion/ Language Arts class of Christine Kalemba and Jonathan Rischawy, and the Wood 

Sculpture/CAD class of Mike Juskus.  The Commissioner was then treated to a short video presentation by George Segale.  

Commissioner Hespe was a good sport and participated in an interview segment with the students of Arrow TV, which became the 

news flash for the next morning.  I hope you have an opportunity to view this video on the High School’s website.  Commissioner 

Hespe concluded his visit by meeting with the administrators and leadership of the Board of Education and the HEA.  Commissioner 

Hespe was very impressed with our District, recognizing the work we are doing to provide rigorous and engaging educational 

programs.  He indicated that he would like to return in the spring, bringing additional resources to enhance our Science Technology 

Engineering Arts and Math (S.T.E.A.M.) initiative.   

There are so many wonderful activities taking place both during the school day, as well as after school extra curricula’s.  Our goal is to 

keep all our students as engaged as possible, so that they are challenged, and at the same time enjoy their educational experiences.   

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Randina 

Superintendent of School 

Hopatcong Borough Schools 

District Newsletter 
Volume III Issue: III          January Edition 2016 
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Sussex County Annual Mock Trial Competition 

Congratulations to Mock Trial Coach Mrs. Heather DelBagno and the team of students who made it 
to the final round of the annual county-wide Mock Trial Competition. Hopatcong defeated Newton 
in the semifinal round on Tuesday, January 19th and competed against High Point in the Old County 

Courthouse in Newton that Thursday, January 21st.  

 

Congratulations to Mrs. DelBagno and her team of students! 

Roseann Cid, Carly Hattrich, Wallis Guo, Justin McCarthy, Tatiana Karram, Sophia Tan, Kaitlyn 
McManus, Siera Simon, Melissa Vilardo, & Brianne Willis.  

 

Tulsa Trail School’s Best Buddies Program 

For the second year in a row the students of Tulsa Trail Elementary School are being given the opportunity to 
be a part of a school wide peer program called Best Buddies. Special Education teacher Mrs. Ashley Miller 
initiated Best Buddies last year as a way for her students in the Multiply Disabled classroom to build 
friendships with their non-disabled peers. This peer lead group is an extraordinary way to bring together a 
wide variety of students to foster friendships, work on social skills, and to build independence. “The response 
I received from all of the students throughout the school was overwhelming. Almost every student in Tulsa 
Trail wants to be a part of Best Buddies and their knowledge, acceptance, and interest in my students grows 
daily.” Best Buddies are assigned for specific days and then assist the students in Mrs. Miller’s class during 
recess and lunch. This provides time for the students to model appropriate social interactions in a fun and non-
intrusive way. As the school year moves forward, the Best Buddies will also assist Mrs. Miller’s class with 
academic and more specific social skills work. “My students have responded very well to Best Buddies. They 
are being provided the opportunity to build one to one friendships and get excited when the rest of the school 
includes them. The genuine interest and care that our Best Buddies show is something that all of the students 
should be proud of!” For more information on Best Buddies International, please visit www.bestbuddies.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bestbuddies.org/
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Durban Avenue Students Learn How Positive Words Can Help 

During the month of December Durban Avenue Elementary School highlighted the character trait of 
Caring. To help the students understand how negative words can hurt and remain with a person for 
a very long time, Mrs. Kennedy (School Counselor) completed an activity to show how positive, 
caring words can help.   

Each class had the opportunity to name a new student for their class. They discussed that at times 
students have difficulty fitting in because they are entering a situation where bonds and friendships 
are already formed. The students were asked to imagine that the new student walked into a 
classroom where the atmosphere was very unwelcoming. They tried to imagine negative comments 
that could possibly hurt the feelings of the new student. As the students silently thought of hurtful 
comments, pieces of the paper were ripped off (representing the emotional breakdown).  

After realizing that the new student has been emotionally ripped apart, the class worked as a team to 
put the student back together. They each wrote a positive comment on their piece of paper and 
helped tape all the pieces back together.  The classes realized that the student did not look the same 
as when the lesson first began and how negative comments remain with a person. The students then 
discussed ways to create a positive school environment for all students.  
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    To donate crayons please drop them off in the 

        Main Office at the Hopatcong High School. 

 

Give Kids a Smile Day! 
Gives Kids a Smile Day (GKAS) New Jersey is the 
largest, single-day program in the state providing 
free dental care to children ages 12 and younger. 
GKAS will take place on Friday, February 5th in 

several NJ locations. 

For more information please visit the link on the New Jersey 
Dental Association Page. 

https://www.njda.org/menus/Give-Kids-a-Smile_1.html 

 

https://www.njda.org/menus/Give-Kids-a-Smile_1.html
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Casas de Jengibre 
As part of a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) initiative implemented in the 
Hopatcong School district, along with the need to develop Integrated Performance Assessments (IPA’s), students in 
Mrs. Catizone’s fifth grade class at Durban Avenue Elementary School worked on a special project  in conjunction 
with Mrs. Bennetti’s Spanish class. The project entailed students communicating with classmates, interpreting 
information, and describing their completed projects in the target language. Creating of the Casas de Jengibre 
infused world language learning and the arts as well as elements of science, technology and engineering.   

After traveling to Barcelona this summer, Mrs. Bennetti wanted to create a special project for her students modeled 
after the works of sculptor Antoní Gaudí.  She had the pleasure of staying in the Hotel Gaudí and was able to view 
his colorful spires from her balcony window.  Mrs. Bennetti also visited the Sagrada Familia Cathedral, Parque 
Güell, and Casa Batlló. Upon returning home, Mrs. Bennetti decided to create an architectural project where her 
students would construct “casas de jengibre” or “gingerbread houses” using household items such as boxes, tubes, 
cups, and containers.  She also purchased modeling clay, beads, tiles, gems, and decorative paper to help the 
students to enhance their work.   

Mrs. Bennetti began the project by sharing several Power Points about her trip.  She discussed Gaudí’s use of 
recycled mosaic tiles and bits of glass, the creation of iron works, the incorporation of artistic spires, and his reliance 
upon nature as a constant source of inspiration.  Mrs. Bennetti also shared realia or authentic items including 
postcards, a 3D pop-up book, a foldable calendar, mosaic tile magnets, and glass ornaments. 

The students were then given a planning packet and started selecting materials to construct their casas de jengibre as 
well as drawing a sketch of their structures.  Through trial and error, the students recognized which building 
materials would work best.  The students continued making modifications to their buildings over the course of 
three weeks.   

Additionally, the students used Spanish adjectives such as color, shape, and size to describe pieces of Gaudís’ 
works.  The students practiced using the Spanish verb utilizar to generate several Spanish sentences about 
architectural materials used by Gaudí and on their own projects.  Later, the students will present their casas de 
jengibre to their classmates. 
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Hopatcong High School’s 
Students of the Month of December 

The students were selected for their outstanding performances.  
 

                     Mallory Vicedomini, Junior                            Scholastics-Chemistry 
         Carly Hattrich, Senior                        Scholastics-Anatomy/Physiology &  AP Physics 
         Derek Beeh, Senior                                   Athletics – Bowling 
         Blake Corbett, Freshman                       Athletics – Ice Hockey 
         Heather Sutton, Sophomore                    Specialty Area – Child Development II 
         Wiktoria Plewa, Freshman                          Specialty Area – Wood Sculpture 

 

Congratulations to the following teachers and educational support staff 
members who have been named  

Governor’s Teachers and Educational Support Recipients of the Year: 
 

Hudson Maxim School  Tulsa Trail School  Durban Avenue School   
Dianna Fratangelo   Andrea Mancuso  Allyson McConnell 
Melanie Piereth   Joan Cutchis   Kristine Kester  

 

               Middle School   High School 
             Shawna Longo   Lisa Kenny 
             Jaclyn DiBrienza-Cikovic  Mary Ellen Fata 
 
Congratulations to Anthony Mastroeni placed 3rd at the 2016 HWS Wresting Tournament. Anthony is 
now 15-2 on the season within the 132 lb. division. Anthony, a sophomore, also has secured 1st place 
finishes at this year’s Hopatcong Wrestling Invitational and Mountain Lakes Wrestling Invitational. 
 

Return of the Graduates Assembly 
The Guidance Department hosted its third Return on the Graduates Assembly on January 7th. Recent 

Hopatcong High School graduates were invited to come and speak to the current senior class. The 
assembly served as an opportunity for seniors to ask questions to current college students to gain a 

better understanding of the college experience. 

 

Pictured from left to right: Paige Garland, Cassidy Sandry, Molly Bond, Cammille Manlapig, 
Vishal Ardeshna, Shannon Clarke, Amari Schooler and Jennifer Mero. 
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Hopatcong Middle School Participates in the Hour of Code 
We live in a world surrounded by technology. And we know that whatever field our students choose to go 
into as adults, their ability to succeed will increasingly hinge on understanding how technology works. But 
only a tiny fraction of us are learning computer science, and fewer students are studying it than a decade ago. 
That is why Cathy Giugliano, a 6th grade math teacher at Hopatcong Middle School, lead  a whole-school 
activity by joining in on the largest learning event in history-- The Hour of Code-- during Computer Science 
Education Week (Dec. 7-13). More than 100 million students worldwide have already took part in the Hour of 
Code activity.  

By participating in the Hour of Code, it is a statement that Hopatcong School District is ready to teach these 
foundational 21st century skills. Students in grades 2-12 participated in the Hour of Code this year, engaging 
in different projects across the grade levels.   The 2nd grade students at Tulsa Trail focused on basic coding 
and used the Angry Birds activity to practice writing code. The 3rd grade students used mostly Minecraft and 
Frozen as their coding activity which made for a slightly more challenging task since they also participated in 
the Hour of Code last year.   At Durban Avenue School, both the 4th and 5th grades participated during 
computer class. “Students had a choice of using the links used at Tulsa or Scratch, a website used for coding 
with various cartoon characters and random backgrounds”, explained Mrs. Dawn Forbes, Computer Skills 
Teacher at both elementary schools.    

Additionally, at Hopatcong High School, students enrolled in Mr. Victor Jimenez’s computer-based electives 
enhanced their introductory computer science skills by completing challenges as outlined at the related 
website: https://code.org.  More information about this annual nationally recognized event can be found at 
http://hourofcode.com/us.  

 

Junior College Planning Night – January 21, 2016 

The Hopatcong High School Guidance Department Recently hosted a Junior College Planning 
Night. Students and families from the junior class were invited to meet with our Guidance 
Staff and Guest Speaker Shannon Jonas, Assistant Director of Freshman Admissions, from 
Centenary College. This was an opportunity for juniors to learn more about preparing for the 
college application process and exploring a college and career options. 

 

FINANCIAL AID SEMINAR 
      Completing the FAFSA 
         Join us at the Hopatcong High School 

 Wednesday, February 24th, 2016  
HHS Tech Center – 7PM 

 
 

 

https://code.org/
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Parent Workshops:  Parent Academy & Parent Advisory Committee 

On Thursday, January 7th, Hopatcong parents were invited to attend the Parent Academy created to 
inform parents on how to interpret PARCC scores.  Score were distributed after the results were presented to 
the Board of Education at the January 25th  regular meeting.  The evening began with a brief session lead by 
Jaime Walker, Director of Guidance, for parents to learn more about the recent changes in graduation 
requirements.  Now that students must either pass the PARCC assessment or meet the standards for the state 
approved alternate assessments to obtain a NJ high school diploma, this session was intended to provide 
clarification about the various options.   

The feature presentation began with opening remarks from Superintendent Cynthia Randina.  
Breakout sessions by grade level comprised the majority of the evening so that parents were able to learn 
about the specific components of the score reports as they pertain to each grade.  Each classroom presentation 
was facilitated by a pair of teachers trained to interpret the testing data.  Upon completion of the material, 
questions were answered and the presenters reported back to the entire collective audience.   

Parents in attendance were offered free pajama party themed child care and homework passes in case 
children were unable to complete work in parents’ absence.   Numerous prizes were awarded via raffle tickets; 
such prizes included gift cards to local restaurants, blue tooth audio speakers and a Fitbit.  An art gallery was 
on display in the hallways for families to peruse the work of district students. 

The following week, a Parent Advisory Committee meeting was held on January 13th.  These meetings 
are held every other month and are open to all district parents/guardians.  The focus of this meeting was to 
review the district’s strategic plan and to solicit feedback from parents for ways to increase attendance at 
programming.  Copious ideas were generated and noted for future implementation.   All evening programs 
are displayed on the district calendar and on the new digital sign posted on Lakeside Boulevard. 

 

The Hopatcong Board of Education has three new trustees  we would like to 
congratulate and welcome: 

Shown below from left to right: 
Mr. Phillip DiStefano , Mrs. Carol Trumpore and Mrs. Candace Smith 
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Look for our new monthly feature entitled Humans of Hopatcong where we 
will spot light an accomplished alumn. Anyone interested in being featured 

in this new profile should contact us at pr@hopatcongschools.org 

mailto:pr@hopatcongschools.org
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For the latest news and updates follow us on 
social media 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like us on Facebook 

Hopatcong School District 

Follow us on Twitter 

@HopatcongSchool 

Follow us on Instagram 

@HopatcongSchools 
To submit information or to share posts with us, email pr@hopatcongschools.org 

Hopatcong Borough Schools 
2 Windsor Avenue – Hopatcong, New Jersey – 07843 

Cynthia M. Randina 
Superintendent of Schools 

Board of Education 

Board Members: 
Mr. Anthony Fasano —President 

Mrs. Carol Trumpore — Vice President  
Mr. Philip DeStefano — Board Member 

Mr. Frank Farruggia Jr — Board Member 
Mr. Peter Karpiak — Board Member 

Mr. Robert Nicholson—Board Member 
Ms. Michele Perrotti—Board Member 
Dr. Sarah Schindelar—Board Member 
Mrs. Candace Smith—Board Member 

 
  

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+like+button&view=detailv2&&id=F8E3F1A0FD34C3BE8B3BFE0EF51A7DEEF16460C1&selectedIndex=0&ccid=VFVOB1B5&simid=608045293982320032&thid=JN.nV9zKVlMRHfeZFBAjRhKiw

